
KEEPING UP 

PROGRESS & 

WELLBEING IN YR8

Parent 

Connect



TONIGHTõS TOPICS

¤Attendance: Mrs Conroy

¤YR8 curriculum: Mrs Vowles

¤Understanding reports : Mrs Vowles

¤Aspiration: Mrs James

¤Literacy & Numeracy: Mrs James 

¤Wellbeing & on -line safety

¤Pastoral support

¤Q&A



ATTENDANCE

¤If your childõs attendance is 100% they are more 
likely to gain or exceed their minimum target for 
achievement

¤If their attendance falls below 90% they are more 
likely to achieve one grade below their target

¤If attendance falls below 80% students are likely to 
achieve two grades below their minimum target 
grade



ATTENDANCE-HOW WE HELP

¤Tutor time every morning to support success ðproblem solving and 

solution orientated.

¤Significant pastoral team to support every student ðno one falls through 

the gaps.

¤Attendance officer monitoring attendance, following up absences ð

keeping you informed.

¤Student voice ðlistening to the individuals, helping where we can.

¤Early Help ðif reasons for non attendance need wider support, working 

with the family.

¤Teacher training ðongoing focus on ensuring lessons are engaging and 

building confidence in the subject. 







UNDERSTANDING REPORTS

New Grading Approximate equivalent

9 A*

8 A/A*

7 A

6 B

5 Strong pass High C

4 Standard pass Low C

3 D

2 E

1 F/G





ASPIRATION

¤Students will have a target grade for all their 

examined subjects.

¤Targets will be based on their Key Stage 2 SATs 

data.

¤Targets are aspirational.

¤Targets will appear on all reports alongside working 

at grades and an end of course predicted grade.

¤Challenge isnõt always easy

¤Aspire to be involved in wider learning









GROWTH MIND SETS & AIMING HIGH

¤People with a fixed mindset 

believe intelligence is static.

¤People with a growth 

mindset believe intelligence 

can be developed.



¤Students with a fixed mindset want to look smart and tend

¤to...

¤..avoid challenges

¤..give up easily

¤..see effort as fruitless

¤..ignore useful negative feedback

¤.. feel threatened by the success of others

¤As a result they may plateau early and achieve less than 

their full potential.



¤Students with a growth mindset have a desire to 
learn and tend to..

¤..embrace challenges

¤..persist in the face of setbacks

¤..see effort as the path to success

¤..learn from criticism

¤.. be inspired by the success of others

¤As a result they reach ever higher levels of 
achievement and have higher self esteem







LITERACY 

¤YR 8 students are required to have a reading book 

with them every day

¤Drop Everything And Read (DEAR)

¤20 mins a day to maintain a chronological reading 

age

¤Accelerated Reader

¤SPaG lessons once a fortnight

¤Literacy marking policy



BOYS -ITõS ABOUT THE RIGHT BOOK!



WELLBEING & SOCIAL MEDIA

¤How many people in the room have a social media 
account? 

¤How many have a young person that has a social media 
account? 

¤How often do you both access these?

¤Is it ôrudeõ or ôsafeõ to have an oversight of the young 
personõs account?  

¤What age do you need to be for facebook ? Snapchat? 
Instagram?  Twitter? 



I.A.G.



INCREASED USAGE

¤Facebook dominates the social landscape and 90% of the 
population are now a member of at least one of the four main 
services: instagram , Twitter, Snapchat, Facebook. 

¤YouTube takes top position for visitation/usage, while Instagram is 
now ahead of Twitter among 16 -44s. Instagram rarely 

¤Snapchat ? What is it? 

¤Snapchat is an app that lets you send a photo, short video or 
message to your contacts. The ôsnapõ appears on screen for up to 
10 seconds before disappearing, or there is an option to have no 
time limit. Thereõs also a feature called Snapchat Story that lets you 
share snaps in a sequence for up to 24 hours. You have to snap to 
be able to chat!

¤The O2 NSPCC Online Safety Helpline can help you to set up 
parental controls, adjust privacy settings or get advice on social 
networks. You can call us free on 0808 800 5002.



ONLINE GROOMING: 

òTHIS WILL NEVER BE MY SON/DAUGHTERó

¤ https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Online -grooming/ - play the 
video 4mins

¤ People who want to groom children will use any sites and services which are 
popular with young people. They can become very active in online games or 
communities popular with children.

¤ On social media they might send out multiple ôfriend requestsõ at random in the 
hope that young people will accept them. They also try to identify young people 
who might be particularly vulnerable by looking at the things they post.

¤ If your son/daughter uses online games, social media, live streaming platforms or 
chatrooms it's important to make sure they know how to report to CEOP if 
someone is making them feel uncomfortable. 



WHAT DO WE NEED TO SHARE?

THIS MESSAGE IS PART OF THE IAG PROGRAMME IN YR8. 

¤ It is easy to share things online that you wouldn't face to face. 

¤Some of the most popular sites and apps are designed to enable 
people to share information, pictures and videos. 

¤This is part of their popularity but it can make it easy to share things we 
later regret. 

¤Social media is a mine field for parents, teachers, pastoral staff, police, 
STUDENTS! 



A GOOD WEBSITE FOR ALL PARENTS TO VISIT: 

¤https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/My -

child -has-shared -too -much -online/ - 8mins

¤Many pastoral workers in College spend time ôpicking 

up the pieces from poor choices onlineõ ðwe hope 

tonight will help reduce these. 




